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Testimonyin OPPOSITIONto Bill 11: Relatingto Public Parks

DearChairperson,

My nameis Naoki Shichida,PresidentandCEO of JALPAK InternationalHawaii, Inc., a
wholesaletravel agencyservicingthe Japanesemarket. We currentlybring approximately
170,000visitors to Hawaii andemploy over 160 staff including our subsidiarycompanies
on the island of Oahu. I am testifying in OPPOSITIONof Bill Ii relatingto Public Parks.

First, restrictingaccessto public parksrunscounterto public policy and to the goal of our
State’smain economicengine: Tourism.

Fromthe City’s perspective,public parks arepublic; attemptingto restrict accessthrough
legislationwill only hurt the legitimatepartnersin the market. As in thecaseof Hanauma
Bay, restrictionson accesswill createan artificial market ftr thoseoperatorswho do not
abideby the rules. It hurts good corporatecitizen like us that will comply. The result at
HanaumaBay is “taxi” operatorsmovingnumerousloadsof visitors throughthe park with
14 passengervans. Visitors still go to HanaumaBay, but theyjust go in a lessattractive,
morecostly manner.

Finally, promotingtourismis in thebestinterestsof thecity. Tourismis agreen,renewable
industry. As the largestsegmentof our overall economy,it createsjobs, raisesubstantial
taxes(TAT, incomeand excise)which theCity sharesin, andprovidesHonolulu residents
with prosperousfuture.

Pleaselet this bill die. It is in direct oppositionto ourgoals asacity.

Thankyou andrespectfullyyours,

Naoki Shichida
President& CEO
JALPAK InternationalHawaii, Inc.
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